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Inttoduc tion

You are receiving thisinformation packetin preparation forthe imaging Approprnate
Use Crteria (AUC) provisions of the Protecting Accessto Medicare Act (PAMA). This
document providesa summary of the requirements and isintended to guide refeming
providerson nextstepsto be prepared to meetthe mandate.

The mandate requires providersordering advanced diagnostic inaging exams to
consult Appropriate Use Crteria (AUC) through a qualified Clinical Decision Support
Mechanism (qCDMS) to validate the necessity and clnicalappropratenessof the
exam.

Ideally, the AUC guidelinesare consulted via an Eec tronic Medical Rec ords (EMR)
software integration (referto nationaldecisionsupport.com fora fulllist). As a refeming
providerwho maynothave accessto an EMRintegrated CDSsolution, you wilbe able
to accessa qCDSM through the NationalDecision Support Company's (NDSC)
CareSelect Imaging product. NDSC's CareSelect Imaging offersa robustlibrary of AUC
guidelines.

NDSC isgranting complementary accessto AUC through CareSelectOpen Access, to
ensure allprovidershave accessto a qCDSM regardless of their EMR. As a refe ming
provider, you have accessto thissolution and its c ontent.

Protecting Access to Medicare Act (PAMA)

Congresspassed the PAMA legislation in re sponse to the rising use ofadvanced
imaging and increasing evidence thatthistechnologyisincomectly applied in up to
30% ofcases. The AUC program wasintroduced asan altemative to priorautho riza tion.

January 1, 2020 marks the formalstart of the program which requires that healthcare
providers must consulta qCDSM when ordering advanced imaging tests forMedicare
Part Bbeneficiares. Underthe program, evidence ofthe consultation mustalso be
included on the claim.

The program starts with a one-year "Educational and Operations Testing Period.” During
thisperiod, AUC consultation mustoccuracrossalladvanced diagnostic imaging, and
AUC consultation nformationisexpected to be reported on every claim. Claims,
however, wilnotbe denied forfailure to include proper AUC c onsultation informa tion.

Afterthe one-yearperiod, payment wil be withheld forclaimsnot comectly inc luding
consultation data and outlierprovidercalculation willbe gin.

Navigate to nationaldecisionsupport.com foradditionalinformation and CMS’s site for
anoverview ofthe mostrecentlegislative updates.
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A Fully Qualified Clinical De cision Support
Me c hanism

CareSelectImaging hasbeen fully qualified by CMSforuse to comply with the AUC
provisions o f PAMA. While this qualific ation signifies thatourCareSelectsolutions meet
the minimum technicaland AUC coverage requirements asoutlined by CMS, we
wanted to provide additional supportto ensure ourclientsand allordering providers
have accessto the AUC and are prepared to meet the PAMA re quire me nts.

NationalDecision Support Company isproviding CareSelectImaging Open Access, a
complementary web application version ofits qCDSM, to enable widespread accessto
the toolsneeded forcompliance under PAMA. Open Accesswilallow providers to
consult AUC content from the American College of Radiology and fourotherqualified
Providerled Entity (q PLE) medicalspecialty societies (Society of Pediatric Radiology,
American College ofCardiology, NationalCancerComprehensive Netwoik, and
Society of NuclearMedicine and Molecularlmaging).

In addition to the comprehensive clinicalcoverage, CareSelect Accessalso generates
allnecessary claims submission data, inc luding the HCPCSCode (ie. G-Code) and
HCPCSModifier. Note thatthe Open AccessproductdoesnotcollectPHlin any
capacity.

CareSelectImaging Open Access Ilogin

T begin using Open Access, you wilneed to complete an online registration form.
Navigate to http://openaccess.careselect.org/registration to begin the registration
process.

On the registration page,create anaccountand provide basic information inc luding
name, e-mail NPL and a few otherinformationalde tails. Afte r sub mitting the
registration, confirm youraccountby following direc tions as outlined in the ¢ onfirmation
email The last step ofthe registration processbefore gaining accessto the AUC
contentwilbe accepting the End Userlic ensing Agreement.

CareSelectImaging Open Accessisavailable to you free ofcost. Fora demo, navigate
to https://gcdsm.nationaldecisionsupport.com/.

AUC Consultation Process

Asanordering provider, you wilneed to consult CDSforadvanced diagnostic imaging
orders (CT MR, NM, PEI) at the pointofordering. Thisinc ludes selec ting an imaging
exam and a clinical indication that best describes your patient’s clinical scenario. At
the end ofyourCDSconsultation, you wilbe provided with a HCPCSCode (ie. G-
Code) and HCPCSModifier, which mustbe recorded on the claim.
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In addition, a Decision Support Number (DSN), a unique identifier forthe CDS
consultation, wilbe provided. NDSC strongly recommends transc nbing the DSN on the
orderororderrequisition asit provides proofofa CDSconsultation and could easily be
referenced incase ofan audit.

Hospitals and otherimaging centers willre quire the HCPCSCode (ie. G-Code) and
HCPCSModifierwith a referred orderbefore being able to schedule a high-tech
maging service fora patient. Theirfuture reimburse ment and complance to PAMA
requires them to include evidence of yourconsultation on theirclaims.

What's Next?

Follow the stepsasoutlined to registerforand to begin using Open Accessto consult
AUC.
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