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Introduc tion 

Yo u a re  re c e iving  this info rma tio n pa c ke t in pre pa ra tio n fo r the  ima g ing  App ro pria te  

Use  Crite ria  (AUC) pro visio ns o f the  Pro te c ting  Ac c e ss to  Me d ic a re  Ac t (PAMA). This 

do c ume nt pro vide s a  summa ry o f the  re q uire me nts a nd  is inte nde d  to  g uide  re fe rring  

pro vide rs o n ne xt ste ps to  b e  pre pa re d  to  me e t the  ma nda te .  

The  ma nda te  re q uire s pro vide rs o rde ring  a dva nc e d  d ia g no stic  ima g ing  e xa ms to  

c o nsult App ro pria te  Use  Crite ria  (AUC) thro ug h a  q ua lifie d  Clinic a l De c isio n Supp o rt 

Me c ha nism (q CDMS) to  va lida te  the  ne c e ssity a nd  c linic a l a ppro pria te ne ss o f the  

e xa m. 

Ide a lly, the  AUC g uide line s a re  c o nsulte d  via  a n Ele c tro nic  Me dic a l Re c o rds (EMR) 

so ftwa re  inte g ra tio n (re fe r to  na tio na lde c isio nsuppo rt.c o m fo r a  full list). As a  re fe rring  

pro vide r who  ma y no t ha ve  a c c e ss to  a n EMR inte g ra te d  CDS so lutio n, yo u will b e  a b le  

to  a c c e ss a  q CDSM thro ug h the  Na tio na l De c isio n Suppo rt Co mpa ny’s (NDSC) 

CareSelect Imaging product. NDSC’s Ca re Se le c t Ima g ing  o ffe rs a  ro b ust lib ra ry o f AUC 

g uide line s.  

NDSC is g ra nting  c o mple me nta ry a c c e ss to  AUC thro ug h Ca re Se le c t Ope n Ac c e ss, to  

e nsure  a ll pro vide rs ha ve  a c c e ss to  a  q CDSM re g a rd le ss o f the ir EMR. As a  re fe rring  

pro vide r, yo u ha ve  a c c e ss to  this so lutio n a nd  its c o nte nt.  

 

 

Prote c ting  Ac c e ss to Me dic are  Ac t (PAMA) 

Co ng re ss pa sse d  the  PAMA le g isla tio n in re spo nse  to  the  rising  use  o f a dva nc e d  

ima g ing  a nd  inc re a sing  e vide nc e  tha t this te c hno lo g y is inc o rre c tly a pplie d  in up  to  

30% o f c a se s. The  AUC pro g ra m wa s intro duc e d  a s a n a lte rna tive  to  prio r a utho riza tio n. 

Ja nua ry 1, 2020 ma rks the  fo rma l sta rt o f the  pro g ra m whic h re q uire s tha t he a lthc a re  

pro vide rs must c o nsult a  q CDSM whe n o rde ring  a dva nc e d  ima g ing  te sts fo r Me dic a re  

Pa rt B b e ne fic ia rie s. Unde r the  pro g ra m, e vide nc e  o f the  c o nsulta tio n must a lso  b e  

inc lude d  o n the  c la im.  

The  pro g ra m sta rts with a  o ne -year “Educational and Operations Testing Period.” During 
this pe rio d , AUC c o nsulta tio n must o c c ur a c ro ss a ll a dva nc e d  d ia g no stic  ima g ing , a nd  

AUC c o nsulta tio n info rma tio n is e xpe c te d  to  b e  re po rte d  o n e ve ry c la im. Cla ims, 

ho we ve r, will no t b e  de nie d  fo r fa ilure  to  inc lude  pro pe r AUC c o nsulta tio n info rma tio n.  

Afte r the  o ne -ye a r pe rio d , pa yme nt will b e  withhe ld  fo r c la ims no t c o rre c tly inc lud ing  

c o nsulta tio n da ta  a nd  o utlie r pro vide r c a lc ula tio n will b e g in.  

Na vig a te  to  na tio na lde c isio nsuppo rt.c o m fo r a dd itio na l info rma tio n a nd  CMS’s site fo r 

a n o ve rvie w o f the  mo st re c e nt le g isla tive  upda te s.  

 

 

https://nationaldecisionsupport.com/
https://nationaldecisionsupport.com/
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/medicare-fee-for-service-payment/clinicallabfeesched/pama-regulations.html
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A Fully Qualifie d Clinic a l De c ision Support 

Me c hanism 

Ca re Se le c t Ima g ing  ha s b e e n fully q ua lifie d  b y CMS fo r use  to  c o mply with the  AUC 

pro visio ns o f PAMA. While  this q ua lific a tio n sig nifie s tha t o ur Ca re Se le c t so lutio ns me e t 

the  minimum te c hnic a l a nd  AUC c o ve ra g e  re q uire me nts a s o utline d  b y CMS, we  

wa nte d  to  pro vide  a dd itio na l suppo rt to  e nsure  o ur c lie nts a nd  a ll o rde ring  pro vide rs 

ha ve  a c c e ss to  the  AUC a nd  a re  pre pa re d  to  me e t the  PAMA re q uire me nts.  

Na tio na l De c isio n Suppo rt Co mpa ny is pro vid ing  Ca re Se le c t Ima g ing  Ope n Ac c e ss, a  

c o mple me nta ry we b  a pplic a tio n ve rsio n o f its q CDSM, to  e na b le  wide spre a d  a c c e ss to  

the  to o ls ne e de d  fo r c o mplia nc e  unde r PAMA. Ope n Ac c e ss will a llo w pro vide rs to  

c o nsult AUC c o nte nt fro m the  Ame ric a n Co lle g e  o f Ra d io lo g y a nd  fo ur o the r q ua lifie d  

Pro vide r-Le d  Entity (q PLE) me d ic a l spe c ia lty so c ie tie s (So c ie ty o f Pe d ia tric  Ra dio lo g y, 

Ame ric a n Co lle g e  o f Ca rdio lo g y, Na tio na l Ca nc e r Co mpre he nsive  Ne two rk, a nd  

So c ie ty o f Nuc le a r Me d ic ine  a nd  Mo le c ula r Ima g ing ).  

In a dd itio n to  the  c o mpre he nsive  c linic a l c o ve ra g e , Ca re Se le c t Ac c e ss a lso  g e ne ra te s 

a ll ne c e ssa ry c la ims sub missio n da ta , inc luding  the  HCPCS Co de  (i.e . G -Co de ) a nd  

HCPCS Mo difie r. No te  tha t the  Ope n Ac c e ss pro duc t do e s no t c o lle c t PHI in a ny 

c a pa c ity.  

 

Care Se le c t Imaging  Ope n Ac c e ss Login 

To  b e g in using  Ope n Ac c e ss, yo u will ne e d  to  c o mple te  a n o nline  re g istra tio n fo rm. 

Na vig a te  to  http :/ / o pe na c c e ss.c a re se le c t.o rg / re g istra tio n to  b e g in the  re g istra tio n 

pro c e ss.  

On the  re g istra tio n pa g e , c re a te  a n a c c o unt a nd  pro vide  b a sic  info rma tio n inc lud ing  

na me , e -ma il, NPI, a nd  a  fe w o the r info rma tio na l de ta ils. Afte r sub mitting  the  

re g istra tio n, c o nfirm yo ur a c c o unt b y fo llo wing  d ire c tio ns a s o utline d  in the  c o nfirma tio n 

e ma il. The  la st ste p  o f the  re g istra tio n pro c e ss b e fo re  g a ining  a c c e ss to  the  AUC 

c o nte nt will b e  a c c e p ting  the  End  Use r Lic e nsing  Ag re e me nt. 

Ca re Se le c t Ima g ing  Ope n Ac c e ss is a va ila b le  to  yo u fre e  o f c o st. Fo r a  de mo , na vig a te  

to  https:/ / q c dsm.na tio na lde c isio nsuppo rt.c o m/ .  

 

AUC Consultation Proc e ss 

As a n o rde ring  pro vide r, yo u will ne e d  to  c o nsult CDS fo r a dva nc e d  d ia g no stic  ima g ing  

o rde rs (CT, MR, NM, PET) a t the  po int o f o rde ring . This inc lude s se le c ting  a n ima g ing  

exam and a clinical indication that best describes your patient’s clinical scenario. At 
the  e nd  o f yo ur CDS c o nsulta tio n, yo u will b e  pro vide d  with a  HCPCS Co de  (i.e . G -

Co de ) a nd  HCPCS Mo difie r, whic h must b e  re c o rde d  o n the  c la im.  

http://openaccess.careselect.org/registration
https://qcdsm.nationaldecisionsupport.com/
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In a dd itio n, a  De c isio n Suppo rt Numb e r (DSN), a  uniq ue  ide ntifie r fo r the  CDS 

c o nsulta tio n, will b e  pro vide d . NDSC stro ng ly re c o mme nds tra nsc rib ing  the  DSN o n the  

o rde r o r o rde r re q uisitio n a s it p ro vide s pro o f o f a  CDS c o nsulta tio n a nd  c o uld  e a sily b e  

re fe re nc e d  in c a se  o f a n a udit.  

Ho sp ita ls a nd  o the r ima g ing  c e nte rs will re q uire  the  HCPCS Co de  (i.e . G-Co de ) a nd  

HCPCS Mo difie r with a  re fe rre d  o rde r b e fo re  b e ing  a b le  to  sc he dule  a  hig h-te c h 

ima g ing  se rvic e  fo r a  pa tie nt. The ir future  re imb urse me nt a nd  c o mplia nc e  to  PAMA 

re q uire s the m to  inc lude  e vide nc e  o f yo ur c o nsulta tio n o n the ir c la ims.  

What’s Next? 

Fo llo w the  ste ps a s o utline d  to  re g iste r fo r a nd  to  b e g in using  Ope n Ac c e ss to  c o nsult 

AUC.  

 

 


